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Throughout Christian history we have identified the
Apostles of Our Lord both through verifiable writings and
Christian tradition. However, we have available still another
source of information—legends. These are stories which may
be regarded as true, partially true, or even preposterous. Legends, however, create a kind of aura—heroic, appealing, dramatic, sometimes tragic. And the legends of St. James the
Apostle, patron of our new church in Carmel, have a flavor all
their own. Facts about the mission of St. James are limited,
but let us look at three of the legends which have grown up
around our parish patron.
Saragossa

St. James the Greater
Son of Thunder
(Mark 3:17)

Patron of the
Catholic Church of
Carmel, New York

From the ancient city of Saragossa, Spain, where St.
James preached and worked, comes a story that persists to this
day—it involves a devotion and shrine encompassed in the
vast Basilica there.
One night St. James was lamenting the failure of his
Apostolic mission to Iberia (Spain), since he had made only
eight converts in three years. While praying with his followers at the edge of the river they heard extraordinary singing.
Turning towards the sound St. James saw the Virgin Mary,
Mother of Christ, surrounded by choirs of angels.
St. James was happy to see Mary once again. She explained to James: “Here at Saragrossa, my Son wants a place
to built in my honor. Look at this section of a marble column
(pilar in Spanish) which His angels have brought from heaven. Build a chapel and use this marble in it.” The Blessed
Virgin then promised that “great miracles will come through
my intercession to those who ask my aid. The altar in the
chapel will last until the end of the world, and here the followers of Jesus, my Son, will not the Faith.”
Mary departed with the angels, and soon James and his
companions set about building a small, humble chapel which
he named “Santa Maria del Pilar.” He made thousand of converts, and Spain has held, through war and hardships, true to
the Faith of Christ.
When the Basilica in Saragrossa was constructed, the
Lady of Pilar chapel became the present shrine. It has become
a custom on Saturdays to bring little boys and girls to be dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. During the ceremony the children
mount a three-step golden tracery ladder in order to touch the
marble
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The New Church of St. James the Apostle
The beautiful new Church of St. James the
Apostle, set opposite sparkling Lake Carmel, is the
result of the inspiration of two men—our pastor, Rt.
Rev. Msgr. William E. Sweeney, and the architect, J.
Edward Luders of Irvington—plus the dedication of
the 1100 families making up our parish population. It
was Msgr. Sweeney, working closely with the architect, who laid down the guidelines of the building’s
construction and the design of St. James the Apostle’s
attractive furnishings and liturgical items, and Mr.
Luders who transformed the pastor’s ideas ino realities.
It is, of course, our parishioners who have truly built
the church with their enthusiastic willingness to undertake the financing of our $350,000 spiritual home.
The church itself is designed in the shape of a
scallop-shell, the symbol of the pilgrim and traveler. It
is traditionally associated with our patron, who, during
his journeys through the Mediterranean, brought the
Faith to Spain. The basic design of the church, then, is
symbolic of our patron—it also allows seating for 600
people, with no worshipper even more than 13 pews
away from the Sanctuary. What is more important, we
are brought into a closer relationship to the Sacrifice of
the Mass by the very shape of the Church.
Churches traditionally seek to incorporate a
major symbol of their patrons into the buildings design.
St. James the Apostle not only introduces a symbol of
our patron in the layout of the church, but also portrays
our patron in five sections of the 125-foot stained glass

windows. In addition, the church has the unique distinction of identifying with the town of Carmel.
Mosaic
The mosaic on the front wall of the edifice
depicts the Old Testament scene wherein the prophet
Elias challenges pagan priests to call on their gods to
consume a sacrificial victim by fire. When they failed,
Elias invoked Almighty God to consume his sacrifice,
which had been surrounded by water. Fire immediately descended from heaven and destroyed his sacrifice.
This Old Testament miracle took place at Mt. Carmel.
Mr. And Mrs. A. Kasuba, a famous Lithuanian husband-wife artist team, created this handsome mosaic, a
composite of thousands of small, colored stones.
St. James’ martyrdom by the sword inspired
the unique cross above the mosaic of Elias. This weapon was also the instrument of martyrdom for thousands
of other Christians, and during the Middle Ages the
sword came into use as a symbol of the cross.
Stained Glass
Perhaps the most striking feature of the beautiful new St. James the Apostle Church is the outstanding stained glass which forms the front wall.
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Pierre Millous, famous French artist from Chartres (the
citadel of stained glass designing), created the windows
exclusively for our House of Worship.
The five sections of the window represent important episodes in the life of St. James. The five scenes,
as described in the New Testament are:
“And going on from thence, he saw two brethren.
James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in
a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their
nets: and he called them. And they forthwith left
their
nets
and
father
and
followed
him..” (Matthew 5:21-22)
The first scene describes Our Lord calling James
to become one of His disciples. It is mentioned in the
writings of St. Matthew.
“And going in, He saith to them: Why make you
this ado and weep? The damsel is not dead, but
sleepeth.” (Mark 5:39)
These words were spoken by Christ at the home
of Jairus, where he raised the daughter of the ruler of the
synagogue from the dead. Peter, James and John accompanied Christ when He performed this miracle.
“And he was transfigured before them, And his
face did shine as the sun: and his garments became white as snow.” (Matthew 17:2)
Peter, James and John again accompanied Christ
when He transfigured before them. The Apostles witnessed the appearance of Moses and Elias to Our Lord
atop a mountain.
“And being in an agony, he prayed the longer.
And his sweat became as drops of blood, trickling
down upon the ground.” (Luke 22:43-44)
The fourth section of our beautiful main window
depicts Christ’ Agony in the Garden. James was again one
of the three Apostles accompanying Our Lord.
“And at the same time, Herod the king stretched
forth his hands, to afflict some of the church.
And he killed James, the brother of John, with the
sword.” (Acts 12:1-2)
The final section of the window shows the martyrdom of St. James, his beheading by the sword.
Statuary
The massive statue of the Triumphant Christ over
the main altar, and the two side altars depicting the Holy
Family, were designed and executed by another prominent
husband-wife team, Mr. And Mrs. Otello Guarducci of
Scarsdale. This team of artists is truly unique—Mr. Guar-

9

10

11

The statue of the Triumphant Christ is appropriately placed atop the main altar, because it is the
Resurrection of Christ which gives value and
meaning to our Faith. When we complete the
Stations of the Cross, which describe Christ’s
suffering, we find ourselves before the feet of the
Risen Saviour in all His glory and majesty. After the sufferings and defeats of this life we find
our eternal happiness in the possession of the
victorious Christ. Emphasis is given to the idea
of Christ’s Resurrection by having His feet suspended in air, rather than mounted on a base.
The unfailing power of Mary’s intercession in all that affects us in this life is portrayed
in the statute of Our Lady holding the world in
her hand. St. Joseph holds the Christ Child, to
remind us that he was the head and protector of
the Holy Family, that the husband must assume
his responsibilities as head of the family. The
carpenter’s apron draped around Joseph indicates
that he is the model for all workmen.
The Pulpit
When the celebrant at Mass steps to the
pulpit he recalls the many occasions on which
Christ addressed His followers from a boat.
When Our Lord spoke to large crowds He frequently stepped into a boat, which was then
moored a short distance from the shore. Our
pulpit has been shaped in the form of a prow of a
fisherman’s boat, similar to the type used in the
time of the Apostles—the symbol of the boat also
reminds us that many of the Apostles were themselves fishermen before answering the call to join
Christ.
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The Baptistry

Palm Sunday (Spring).
Still another touch of beauty has been added to
The unique baptistery of our church is situated St. James by the sparkling White Bronze work—
in the front center part of the narthex, contrary to its
Tabernacle, candelabra, and other items were designed
usual position in a church. Above the font are represen- by Wilhelm Wagner, a former student of the Benedictations of the four angels mentioned in the Old and New tine Order.
Testaments and Tradition along with their symbols.
A description of the exterior and interior beauty
Michael is seen with a sword, Gabriel with a horn,
of our new church would not be complete without at
Raphael guiding Tobias, and Uriel as he halted Ballam. least a brief mention of the mechanical and physical
The triangular base of the font symbolized the Trinity; it features which make St. James distinctive. The comfortis composed of a natural, unfinished fossil shelf from
able pews have been designed with the convenience of
Texas.
our parishioners in mind, and a virtually unobstructed
view of the Sanctuary is available from nearly anywhere
Reredos
in the nave. The choir and organ have been allotted
space at the side of the Sanctuary, and, while they are
The mosaic reredos, or wall behind the altar,
hidden by a panel screen, liturgical music is transmitted
provides a startling backdrop for our attractive marble
throughout the nave via an intricate triple-speaker sysaltar. Light, multi-colored stones, speckled with gold,
tem. In addition to the choir and organ, the pulpit is alos
form the upper part of the mosaic, which becomes pro- included in a three-way system.
gressively darker toward the bottom. The light tan
stones at the top of the reredos are beautifully accentuatLandmark of Faith
ed by the amber tones of the Sanctuary windows.
Mr. and Mrs. Kasuba also executed the exquisThis modern house of worship, then, is a fitting
ite hand-carved stone Stations of the Cross. The
tribute to Almighty God and to our patron, St. James the
Kasubas have given deep, meaningful expression to the Apostle. It is the hoper of all of us that our beautiful
representations of Our Lord’s Passion. These skilled
church will serve the Catholic population of Carmel for
artisans also handled the design of the four angels, and
generations to come, and that it will remain as a fitting
the Apostles in the baptistery.
reminder to those who follow us of the great dedication
and sacrifice made by those who have aided in its conThe Four Seasons
struction. Our church is much more than an attractive
building set amidst scenic surroundings—it is a landAt the rear of the nave we see four depictions
mark of our Faith, a symbol of devotion, and a beacon
of the seasons of the year—the figures, done in antinowhich will attract us and our heirs to a true communion
my lead and tin, show the Archangel Gabriel
with God in the years ahead.
(Autumn—his feast is in October); the Nativity
(Winter); the Descent of the Holy Ghost (Summer); and
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The attractive view of the nave of St. James the Apostle Church is dominated by the 125-foot stained glass panel, which
depicts five scenes from the life of our patron. They are, left to right:
1. Our Lord calls James to become one of his disciples.
2. St. James is shown with Christ at the raising of the Daughter of Jairus.
3. James was one of the three Apostles to witness the Transfiguration of Christ.
4. Our patron was present at Christ’s Agony in the Garden.
14
5. St James is shown at the time of his martyrdom.
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A story of devotion and sacrifice

A Brief History of Our Parish
Should an ambitious historian seek to trace the roots
of Catholicism in the Carmel area, he would find himself transported back to a time when sturdy individualists trudged by
foot or drove their teams to Croton Falls to hear Sunday Mass.
The first influx of Catholic families in the Carmel vicinity
came in the Post-Civil War era, but it was not until the middle
of the 1880’s that the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was offered in
Carmel itself.
The pioneer Catholics of those long bygone days first
attended Mass in Carmel in two private homes—those of the
McCarthy and the Burke families. Within a few years Mass
was being celebrated by the light of a kerosene lamp in a rented
loft. The loft, which was rented for the unimaginable sum of
$36.00 per year, stood at the present site of Memorial Hall.
Some 25 years later the determined Catholic families
living in Carmel began a drive to have a church of their own.
Their number was limited, but enthusiasm great, and in the
year 1902 the first funds for the new church were collected.
Five years later the dreams of our dedicated ancestors became a
reality when they attended the cornerstone laying of our little
green Church of St. James the Apostle on Brewster Avenue.
Two years later this humble house of worship, which was to
serve our parish for more than half a century, was blessed and
opened.
The year 1909 was a memorable one for the faithful
Catholic families of Carmel. Their church was blessed and
opened, and His Excellency, Bishop Thomas F. Cusack, administered the Sacrament of Confirmation for the first time.
The church was small and inexpensive—the entire cost of the
building was $7,000—but it thrilled those who has sacrificed
so much in its construction.
At last our people has a church they could call their
own—it was the fruit of their personal labor, and there was a
part of every Catholic family in the building.
For the next fifty years the little church served as a
focal point of Catholic activity in Carmel. But during most of
these years it was a mission of St. John the Evangelist in Mahopac, a period of development and growth towards maturity.
Many dedicated priests traveled the road between Carmel and
Mahopac during those years, bringing the Sacrifice of the Mass
and the Holy Eucharist to our town. Today the humble building which served us and our forefathers for half a century is
mellowed with age, but its rich tradition stands as a reminder of
the past and a continuing inspiration in the present.
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Our Lady of the Lake
Our companion mission at Lake Carmel cannot trace its history
back quite so many years, but it too has a tradition of dedication and
sacrifice. In the early 1920’s the number of Catholics at the Lake was
small and the people scattered. However, in May of 1930 the New York
Daily Mirror began a project at Lake Carmel—two small lakes were
joined to form the present lake, surrounding land was divided into small,
inexpensive lots, and, with the newspaper’s support, the area boomed
far beyond even the most optimistic expectations.
The Catholic population rose with the development of the area,
and a problem was created— they had no convenient place to worship.
St. James was too small, and St. John’s in Mahopac was too far away.
For a short while our people heard Mass in a clubhouse now known as
“Quigley’s,” but in time even this arrangement proved inadequate.
The faithful gathered together and planned to build their own
church. With great sacrifice of time and energy, fieldstones were gathered from all over the county and piled at a site now known as Noonan
Road. On July 5, 1936, the efforts of these ambitious souls were rewarded when ground was broken and Mass celebrated in a tent to ask
God’s blessing on the project. Two years later the beautiful Church of
Our Lady of the Lake opened its doors to enthusiastic worshippers.
St. James the Apostle Parish
When World War II came to an end the growth of the Catholic
population in Carmel received an enormous boost. Returning servicemen, increased building, and renewed prosperity brought many families
to Carmel, and the Archdiocese decided that the time had come to elevate St. James the Apostle to the status of full-fledged parish, with Our
Lady of the Lake as a mission.
In January, 1947, our parishioners greeted Reverend Edward
M. McQuade, fresh from a tour of duty in the Army, as their first pastor.
Even a former war chaplain must have been a little awed at his 25square-mile parish, which had no facilities other than the aging green
frame church on Brewster Avenue.
The energetic Father McQuade set right to work. His first act
was to place a notice in the paper announcing the establishment of the
parish and that Sunday Mass would be offered in a motion picture theatre. Father McQuade’s next task was to gather the children of the parish
and establish Christian Doctrine classes, which were held in the rectory
and a variety of private homes.
The early days of St. James were not particularly auspicious—
an estimated 300 to 40 people attended Mass on Sunday—but time
proved that God was with our young parish. As the years passed the
number of Sunday Masses was doubled and Father McQuade was
forced to seek larger quarters for the ever-growing crowds. An assistant, Father Sheridan, was assigned to our pastor, and other priests came
to assist on weekends.
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Our School Established
By 1954 St. James the Apostle had advanced to the
point where a modern new school was erected to provide for
the spiritual and educational needs of our children. The Sisters
of the Dominican Order came to St. James to assume the teaching duties, and they have continued to serve our parish faithfully and vigorously until the present day. Soon after the completion of our school, Father McQuade’s efforts were recognized
by Rome and he was elevated to the rank of Domestic Prelate,
with the title of Right Reverend Monsignor.
January, 1957, brought a note of sadness to our people
when they learned that Msgr. McQuade had been transferred.
His ten years at St. James the Apostle could be described with
many glowing words, but perhaps the most fitting would be
“accomplishment”. During his comparatively short tenure he
had made a multitude of friends, had seen a great parish statistical growth, had established a school, organized the Christian
Doctrine classes and parish societies, and had generally made
St. James a lively, vital institution.
Father William E. Sweeney, who had studied at St.
Joseph's Seminary, Dunwoodie, with Msgr. McQuade, was
named the second pastor of our young parish. Our new pastor
came to Carmel with an outstanding background in the priesthood—He had spent 10 years as chaplain of St. Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, 10 years at Holy Trinity Parish in New York
City, and 7 years at St. Joachim’s in Beacon. Father Sweeney
had been educated at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City
from kindergarten through Cathedral College, and was ordained after completing studies at St. Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie, in Yonkers.
The picture which greeted our new pastor was a pleasant one—he came to a well-established parish, and found a
warm-hearted, cooperative people. During his first year of our
school held its first graduation, with 28 students receiving diplomas.
Much To Be Done
While Father Sweeney found himself in charge of an
established parish, there was still much to be done. In 1959 our
school became fully staffed with the addition of two more Sisters, under Sister Regina. A regular High Mass was established
for First Fridays, sung by the children—a Recited Mass is also
said by the school children on Sundays. Evening Mass was
instituted on Holydays of Obligation for the convenience of our
parishioners; an Evening Mass is also offered on All Soul’s
Day.
The spiritual care of our children has been a primary
concern of both of our pastors, and Father Sweeney soon had
installed confessionals on the stage of the school auditorium,
where the children receive the Sacrament of Penance every
month. A Perpetual Novena to the Miraculous Medal was begun on Monday evenings and became a most popular devotion
with our parishioners. In October, 1958, St. James the Apostle
held its first outdoor procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother, and this lovely ceremony has been repeated annually.
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During the following year we also saw the installation of a
handsome pamphlet rack in our school lobby.
Among Father Sweeney’s many contributions to our
parish was the enlargement of our Altar Boys’ Society. The
lively young boys who serve Mass at St. James have been
completely outfitted with new cassocks and surplices, and
prizes have been established for attendance and appearance.
An even greater change has been made in our choir—the
choir’s size has been doubled, and a professional organist and
choir director have been engaged. We are proud of the choir’s
beautiful renditions of even the most difficult liturgical music,
and much credit is due to Peggy Weizenecker, organist, and
William Haiss, director.
Material Progress
We have also seen a great deal of material progress
during the past few years. Four old buildings on a lot adjoining parish property were demolished to create a new parking
area which can accommodate an additional 100 cars. We
have seen a compete renovation of our parish hall, and the
addition of two classrooms for released-time students. The
parking area at Our Lady of the Lake has been graded and
surfaced, the basement repaired and painted, and in March of
this year the entire church redecorated.
During these years of expansion it was becoming
increasingly evident that we would eventually need a new
church, and in July of 1960 plans were submitted for a new
building. The structure was to have been a pre-fabricated
building, but extensive investigations ruled out this idea—prefab buildings were found to be too expensive, and left much to
be desired aesthetically.
During the following year Father Sweeney, with the
approval of archdiocesan building authorities, secured the
services of J. Edward Luders, prize-winning architect, and
commissioned him t design our attractive new church. The
shell shape of our church was decided upon for two reasons;
first, because the shell is symbolic of St. James; and second,
because the shape of the church automatically focuses attention on the Blessed Sacrament.
Building Plans Completed
The building plans for St. James the Apostle Church
were completed in the spring of 1962, and were let out for
bids immediately after they were approved. Ten contractors
were represented at the formal bid-opening ceremony held in
the offices of the Archdiocesan Building Commission in New
York City in July. Thomas P> Maguire of Brewster, a former
parishioner whose son had been an altar boy in St. James, was
awarded the contract as the lowest bidder.
Despite the fact that little publicity had been attached
to the event, approximately 300 people turned out for the
ground-breaking ceremony on September 2. Father Sweeney
had announced the groundbreaking at Mass on that rainy Sunday morning, and an enthusiastic crowd remained for the ceremony.
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Father Sweeney turned the first spade of earth with a golden
shovel, in the presence of town officials and the presidents of our
parish societies—James O’Brien of the Holy Name Society, and
Julia Stringer of the Altar and Rosary Society. Joseph Schmacher
and Alex Sniffen, our parish trustees at the time, were also present. Actual construction work began the next day.
September of 1962 was the occasion of two other important events in the history of our young parish. Father Bernard
McDonald, who had formerly been stationed at St. Theresa’s in
Briarcliff Manor, was assigned as an assistant to Father Sweeney,
and a professionally conducted parish census was taken. There
was an awareness that the growth of the parish had been enormous, but this systematic survey brought to light the fact that St.
James the Apostle Parish now included more than 1,100 families,
more than 3,500 parishioners.
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Our Pastor Elevated
Our parish was honored on December 8, 1962, when our pastor was notified of his elevation to the rank of Domestic Prelate. Bishop Joseph Pernicone came to St. James in April of 1963 to officiate at
Monsignor Sweeney’s investiture. The colorful ceremony was held in
the school auditorium before a jubilant crowd of our pastor’s fellow
clergy, parishioners, and friends.
These have been the highlights of our brief parish history.
With the dedication of St. James the Apostle Church our parish has
reached a major milestone, an event whose memory each of us will
treasure in the years ahead. It is our hope that this description of our
beautiful church will give us all an even greater appreciation of this
splendid House of Worship—a magnificent tribute to Almighty God
which reflects the dedication and efforts of the outstanding individuals
who have built our parish into the splendid institution that it is.
Appreciation
This record would be incomplete without paying due tribute
to those who played an essential part in the life and progress of St.
James Parish. We refer specifically to the priceless assistance rendered by the Oblate Fathers of Newburgh. Right from the very inception of the parish the splendid priests of the Oblates of Mary have
come faithfully every weekend to offer extra Masses in Carmel and at
the Lake. They also heard confessions when needed and gave Missions, triduums and special discourses. Without their indispensable
aid the parish could not operate. God Bless and Prosper their wonderful order.
We are also deeply grateful to Father Henry Caffrey, Superior of the Augustinians of New Hamburg, New York. He travels over
25 miles to help us on Sunday morning. God be with him.
We also extend our thanks to the Maryknoll Fathers who in
past years helped us out in the person of Rev. John Troesch, who for
over ten years came all the way from Maryknoll on Sunday morning.
He still helps out in emergencies. An additional word of thanks is due
Mr. William Crew for his contribution of many of the splendid pictures in this book.
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